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"The Wedding Singer" at Lyric Arts

I've never seen the 1998 Adam Sandler movie
The Wedding Singer, and am unfamiliar with the
2006 musical adaptation (which was nominated
for five Tonys). I went into Lyric Arts' new
production of the musical with zero
expectations, and found it to be a very fun,
very funny show. It's not a particularly
revolutionary story, boy meets girl, etc., but it's
a whole lot of fun. The huge cast's energy,
enthusiasm, and commitment to the campy '80s
era is infectious, and the original score (by
Matthew Skylar and Chad Beguelin, who also
wrote the score for another super fun show, The
Prom) is cute and catchy. The Wedding
Singer might be just what you need to bring a
little light and joy into these last dregs of
winter.

The titular wedding singer is
a man named Robbie Hart,
who wrote a song called "It's
Your Wedding Day" that made
him and his band with
buddies George and Sammy a
hit at all the local weddings.
When it comes time for the
wedding singer to become
the groom, his bride leaves
him at the alter, sending him
into a downward spiral that
has him questioning his life
and career choices. The only

bright spot is a waitress named Julia whom he met at the wedding venue where he
often performs. Despite the fact that she's soon to be getting married to financial bro
Glenn, the two strike up an easy and charming friendship. Robbie decides to become
more like Glenn to try to win her over, which backfires. But this is a musical, so
eventually these two crazy kids find their way to each other (and immediately get
married, because why not?!).

Highlights of the show include:

Chris Paulson has been headlining a number of shows around town lately
(see also Once and Daddy Long Legs), and he's great as always, but it's fun
to see him get a little angry and messy here. His wailing dirge "Somebody
Kill Me" is darkly hilarious (kids, cover your ears). He's equally good at
conveying Robbie's earnest friendship with and eventual love for Julia (and
plays the guitar, too).

"It's Your Wedding Day!" (photo by Molly Weibel)
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Duluthian Haley Methner, making
her #TCTheater debut as Julia, is a
true find. So natural and funny,
goofy and charming, with a
powerful voice. She and Chris share
a sweet and believable chemistry.

Cris Sanchez and Justin Michael as
George and Sammy complete this
believable trio of friends (the
former with shades of Boy George,
even a Taboo reference), who are
there to support their buddy in the
dark times and help to pull him out
of it.

The entire ensemble is great, with
a couple of star moments for
supporting actors Audrey Johnson as
Julia's friend Holly, leading the fun
party song "Saturday Night in the
City" among others, and Jaclyn
McDonald channeling Madonna as
Robbie's ex, with a brilliant music-comedy performance of "A Note from
Linda."

Director Jake Sung-Guk Sullivan manages this cast of over two dozen,
keeping the energy up and the story moving, utilizing all parts of the set
and stage. Even the scene transitions are fast and fun, with set pieces
appearing and disappearing in hidden compartments.

Upon entering the theater, the stage looks like a wedding venue, with a
large raised stage area, round tables set for a party, and a staircase up the
side. It nimbly transforms into other locations like Robbie's grandma's
basement bedroom and more (scenic design by Justin Hooper).

The six-piece off-stage band (led by Music Director Wesley Frye) is
fantastic, and I think were performing at least some of the pre-show music
live. I only wish we could've seen them on stage as part of the show, but
there's simply no room.

Michael Terrell Brown's choreography is really fun and fills the entire stage.
There are some "Thriller" moments, as well as other '80s nods I probably
didn't catch.

Emma Kravig's costumes run the '80s gamut from bad bridesmaid dresses to
party wear to Wall Street power suits.

There are too many pop culture and '80s references to catch or remember,
including "Where's the Beef?," Orange Julius, New Coke, and a newfangled
device called a CD player.

As far as movie-to-musical adaptations go, The Wedding Singer is not a bad one, thanks
mostly to Skylar and Beguilin's clever and catchy score. While fairly insubstantial, it's a
fun one, and Lyric Arts' lovable and hard-working cast makes it enjoyable to watch. See
it at Lyric Arts in Anoka Thursdays though Sundays until March 26.

______________________________________________________________________

For more of Skylar and Beguilin's work, join me and my fellow Twin Cities Theater
Bloggers for a special event at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres! Get $20 off the ticket
price for the March 4 matinee performance of the regional premiere of the super fun
and heart-warming musical The Prom, and stick around after the show for a talk-back
with some of the cast. Read my review of The Prom here, find more info about the
event in the Facebook event here, and purchase discount tickets using code TCTB1 or
by clicking on this link (discount valid for any performance through March 12).

Robbie and Julia "meet cute"
(Chris Paulson and Haley Methner,

photo by Molly Weibel)

Have you seen a great show recently
that you think I should see? I'd love
to hear about it, email me at
cherryandspoon@gmail.com.

Contact Me

Behind the Sun (History Theatre,
downtown St. Paul)

Measure for Measure (Birth Play
Project, various locations)

Speechless (Moving Company at
Jungle, Uptown Mpls)

Ain't Too Proud (touring at the
Ordway, downtown St. Paul)

RENT (Artistry, Bloomington)

White Christmas (Chanhassen
Dinner Theatres)

Holmes/Poirot (Park Square,
downtown St. Paul)
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American Players
Theatre 2024
This year I made
my second visit to
American Players
Theatre , the

magical theater in the middle of
the woods of Wisconsin. My
friends at Mi...

"Scotland, PA" by
Theatre Latte Da
at the Ritz Theater
Theater Latte Da
is opening their
27th season (the

first programmed by new Artistic
Director Justin Lucero) with a
wild one. It's techni...

"King Lear" at
Theatre in the
Round
To begin their 73rd
season, the oldest
theater in

Minneapolis is going back to a
classic - the Shakespearean
tragedy about a king gone mad
a...

"Ann" by Prime
Productions at The
Howard Conn
Theater
I'm not sure I'd
ever heard of

Texas governor Ann Richards ,
only the second woman to hold
that position. I didn't pay much
atte...

"Survivors of the
Fire" by Bucket
Brigade at Art
House North
I love a new
original historical

musical, and Bucket Brigade's
Survivors of the Fire is a good
one. The stories of the survivors
of the...
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Mandy Patinkin: Being Alive

9 to 5

Alice in Wonderland

Ann

Apples in Winter

Back to the Future: The Musical

Bear Grease

Beautiful: The Carole King Musical

Black and Funny Improv Festival

Blackout Presents: Juneteenth at
the Ordway

Blended Harmony

Broadway Songbook: Broadway in
Love

Brontide

C.L.U.E.

Cabaret

Clue

Color Purple

Come From Away

Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (abridged)

Constellations (APT)

Crazy for You

Dancing at Lughnasa

devoured: notes on love and
enmeshment

Dial M for Murder

Dial M for Murder

Edinburgh Fringe Festival - 9
shows!

Eleemosynary

Ella Sings The Irving Berlin
Songbook

English

Faust

FLEX

Funny Girl

Glensheen

God of Carnage

Hairspray

Hamlet (Winona)

Handprints

Hatmaker's Wife

Hecuba

Hells Canyon

Henry IV

Henry V

Honey, I'm Home

I Am My Own Wife

Improvised Love is Blind

In the Green

Ironbound

Johnny Skeeky; or, The Remedy
for Everything

Jumping-Off Point

King Lear

Kinky Boots

Language Archive

Last Five Years (Bunce)

2024 Shows
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Last Five Years (Lyric)

Lehman Trilogy

Lend Me a Tenor

Lincoln's Children

Lion King

Little Shop of Horrors

Love and Other Things that
Ruined My Life

Ma Rainey's Black Bottom

Machinal

Mamma Mia!

Marry Me a Little

Men on Boats

Merrily We Roll Along (Broadway)

Minnesota Fringe Festival - 31
shows!

Moneylender's Daughter

Mood Swings: An Exploration of
the Concept Albums of Frank
Sinatra

Moonwatchers

Ms. Millett (reading)

Much Ado About Nothing (APT)

Much Ado About Nothing (Winona)

Musical Mondays, January

Musical Mondays, March

Newsies

October 7: A Verbatim Play (Off-
Broadway)

On Beckett

Once Upon a Time... Josephine
Baker!

Only Ugly Guys

Outsiders (Broadway)

Penelope

Peter and the Starcatcher
(Duluth)

Peter and the Starcatcher (Lyric
Arts)

Physicists

Quiet Tough (reading)

Radiant Vermin

Rasputin

Reunion

Richard II

Ring Around the Moon (APT)

Romeo and Juliet

Romeo and Juliet: Love in a Time
of Hate

Rope

Rosencrants and Gildenstern are
Dead (Toronto)

Scotland, PA

Sea Cabinet

Seagull

Second City (Toronto)

Servant of Two Masters

Silent Sky

SIX

SIX (Toronto)

Skeleton Crew

Sound of Music

Spitfire Grill
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Star Keeper

Stones in His Pockets

Suffs (Broadway)

Survivors

Survivors of the Fire

They Wear Teal Ribbons Around
Their Tongues

Til Death Do Us Die

Toil & Trouble

Torch Song

Unique Assignment

Urinetown

Walless Church

Whoa, Nellie: Outlaw King of the
Wild Middle West (reading)

Wine in the Wilderness

Winterreise: A Winter's Journey

Wish You Were Here

Wrinkle in Time

Year with Frog and Toad

I receive complementary tickets to
shows that I see in exchange for
writing about them.

Disclosure

View my concert videos here

Cherry and Spoon on youtube
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"Analog and Vinyl" by
Minneapolis Musical Theatre
...

"The Wedding Singer" at Lyric
Arts

"Sugar in Our Wounds" at
Penumbra Theatre

"Mlima's Tale" by Ten Thousand
Things at Open Book

"Trayf" at Six Points Theater

"Code You" by Exposed Brick
Theatre at Dreamland Arts

"The Prom" at Chanhassen
Dinner Theatres

Broadway Tour of "To Kill a
Mockingbird" at Orpheu...

"Native Gardens" at Daleko Arts

"RENT" by Theatre 55 at the
Gremlin Theatre

"Well-Behaved Women" by
Theatre Elision at Elision...

Broadway at the Ordway: Tour
of "A Soldier's Play"...

"These Old Shoes" by
Transatlantic Love Affair at
...

"Hello Dolly!" at the Ritz
Theater by Theater Latt...

"'Til Death" by Bucket Brigade
at Art House North

"Blues for an Alabama Sky" at
the Guthrie Theater

►  ►  January (9)

►  ►  2022 (170)

►  ►  2021 (117)

►  ►  2020 (108)

►  ►  2019 (231)

►  ►  2018 (220)

►  ►  2017 (256)

►  ►  2016 (259)

►  ►  2015 (228)

►  ►  2014 (212)

►  ►  2013 (170)

►  ►  2012 (133)

►  ►  2011 (102)
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►  ►  2010 (38)
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The sculpture "Spoonbridge and Cherry" was created by Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen in 1988 for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden
at the Walker Art Center, original site of the Guthrie Theater. I chose "Cherry and Spoon" as the name of this blog because it seems a fitting and
recognizable symbol of the Minnesota cultural scene.

Cherry and Spoon
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